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of silk and wooll: so that local specialization existed in the
silk as in the woollen industry.
Hostility of As a consequence of the improvements effected by alien
immigrants, the silk industry was pronounced early in the
eighteenth century to be " one of the most considerable
branches of the manufactures of this kingdom "2, although
the estimates of the numbers employed are conflicting3.
But the benefits which aliens had conferred upon the in-
dustry did not disarm the opposition of the native silk
workers, whose organization afforded them the means of
harassing their competitors. The London Weavers' Com-
pany dated from the twelfth century, though its connexion
with silk came much later 4. In the reign of Charles I. the
Company sought extended powers in order to obtain control
over alien weavers who had invented looms with twelve to
twenty-four shuttles worked by one man's hand, " which
takes away the work of a dozen men ", and who refused to
employ English journeymen or apprentices and kept the
sale of their wares in their own hands 5. The application
eventually succeeded, and in 1638 the corporation was en-
larged to comprise the whole of England and Wales, and
invested with fresh powers of search6. A few years earlier
(1629) the silk throwers of London were incorporated 7;
and after the Restoration the radius of the latter's
authority was increased from four to twenty miles, and it
was enacted that no one should exercise the trade of a silk
1 Victoria County History, Warwickshire, ii. 257-258; Cunningham, A lien
Immigrants, 237. For Canterbury, see House of Commons Journals, xi.
496 ; Defoe, A Plan of the English Commerce (ed. 1728), 293.
* Statutes at Large, v. 260 (1721).    Similarly:  Defoe,  op.  cit.  164,
293-294-
8 In evidence before a committee of the House of Lords, 1694, ^e
beadle of the Throwers' Company stated that they numbered 80,000; one
of the assistants ' believed ' they were 30,000; another witness spoke of
200,000 : House of Lords MSS. 1693-1695, p. 322. See also The British
Merchant (ed. 1721), ii. 315.
4  They made worsted stuffs, silks and (later) stuffs mixed with silk and
cotton.   House of Commons Journals, xxii. 589.    For the early history of
the London Weavers, see supra, vol. i. 365 seq., 466 seq., 499 seq.
5  State Papers Domestic, Addenda, 1625-1649, p, 313 (? 1628).   For this
invention, see infra, vol. iii. 52.
6  The Company agreed to pay 8d. upon every pound of silk, and aliens
were to pay I2d. :  State Papers Domestic, 1637-1638, p. 454.
7  Statutes, v. 407 ; State Papers Domestic, 1629-1631, p. 28.